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The author is a Sarajevo-based 
Senior Associate of the 

Democratization Policy Council

The US has been frustrated 
by the current situation in 
Bosnia, but has also remained 
aloof, engaging episodically 
and then retreating. A shift 
seemed to be at hand with 
the visit of Vice President Joe 
Biden in May 2009, but the 
State Department dropped 
the ball...

By: Kurt Bassuener

Events are moving in a perilous direction in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina – and at a dangerous pace. While interna-

ongoing crisis in the Federation, the Republika Srpska has 

stroy state institutions, with essentially no opposition by 
the international community that spent well over a decade 
working to establish these very institutions. The situation 
is dangerously close to a breaking point, as local political 
actors increasingly doubt that the Peace Implementation 
Council (PIC) will uphold its responsibility to prevent state 

lations that could generate such events. 

While the spotlight is currently on turmoil in the Federa-

de facto and  independence. In this 

the same script as Montenegro did when it was still a part 

as Yugoslavia did1 and by stating that he intended to hold 

2

disassemble state institutions, particularly in the justice 
and economic sectors. His government is threatening to 
cease paying VAT receipts into the Single Account and is 

letter. And the RS Assembly’s Security Committee Chair, 

velop its own intelligence service.3

Only US Engagement Can Pull 
Bosnia Back from the Brink

The Lead Story



Journal „DEMOCRACY AND SECURITY IN SOUTHEAST-
ERN EUROPE“ is available at Central and Eastern European 
Online Library (C.E.E.O.L.) (http://www.ceeol.com).
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