
1

Ed
it

or
ia

l

T
he

 L
ea

d 
St

or
y

D
is

pa
tc

h

In
te

 rn
a t

i o
na

l P
o l

i ti
 cs

 in
 B

iH

C
u r

re
 nt

 a
ffa

 irs

In
 F

oc
us

Su
 rp

lu
s o

f  
W

ar
 M

a t
e r

i a
l i

n 
Bi

H

Re
 gi

 on
al

 E
xp

e r
i e

nc
es

 - 
w

ith
ou

t t
he

Re
vi

ew
s

V
la

do
 A

zi
no

vi
}

E
U

 R
O

-A
 T

L
A

 N
T

IC
 I

N
T

E
 G

R
A

 T
I O

N
O

F 
T

H
E

 W
E

ST
E

R
N

 B
A

 L
K

A
 N

S

D
an

ko
 P

le
vn

ik
:

D
ID

 N
AT

O
 W

IN
 IN

 T
H

E 
BA

LK
A

N
S?

 
N

e r
zu

k 
]

u r
ak

:
N

A T
O

, D
O

 Y
O

U
 K

N
O

W
 W

H
AT

 Y
O

U
 O

W
E?

\
o r

|e
 L

a t
i n

o v
i }:

TH
E 

W
E S

TE
 RN

 A
LL

I A
 N

C
E 

A
N

D
 B

O
 SN

IA
-H

E R
Z

E G
O

 V
I N

A
:

TH
E 

V
I E

W
 F

RO
M

  R
E P

U
 BL

I K
A

 S
RP

SK
A

V
la

 tk
o 

C
vr

ti l
a:

N
A T

O
 A

N
D

 T
H

E 
RE

 PU
 BL

IC
 O

F 
C

RO
 A T

IA
 

Sr
|a

n 
Ku

 so
 va

c:
M

O
 N

TE
 N

E G
RO

 - 
TH

E 
N

E X
T 

M
E M

BE
R 

O
F 

TH
E 

A
LL

I A
 N

C
E 

@
a r

ko
 P

e t
ro

 vi
 }:

TH
E 

IN
FL

U
 E N

C
E 

O
F 

RU
 SS

IA
 O

N
 E

V
E N

TS
 IN

 S
E R

BI
A

 
A

gr
on

 B
a j

ra
 m

i:
“A

M
E R

I C
A

N
 C

O
 N

N
E C

TI
 O

N
” 

IN
 K

O
 SO

 VO
V

la
 do

 A
zi

 no
 vi

 }:
H

O
W

 D
ID

 T
I T

O
 U

SE
 N

A T
O

Ja
sn

a 
Pe

ki
}:

A
 V

I S
IT

 T
O

 T
H

E 
TR

A
 I N

I N
G

 C
E N

TE
R 

IN
 B

U
 TM

IR
 –

 R
E A

 C
H

I N
G

N
A T

O
 S

TA
 N

D
A

 RD
S 

TH
RO

U
G

H
 T

O
P-

C
LA

 SS
 E

D
U

 C
A T

I O
N

M
ar

ko
 A

tt
ila

 H
oa

re
:

BO
 SN

IA
-H

E R
Z

E G
O

 V
I N

A
 –

 T
H

E 
C

RU
 M

BL
I N

G
 B

A
 LK

A
N

 K
E Y

ST
O

 N
E

Ed
in

a 
Be

}ir
ev

i}:
TH

E 
TH

E O
 RY

 A
N

D
 P

RA
 C

TI
 C

E 
O

F 
A

H
M

ET
 D

A V
U

 TO
 G

LU

M
uh

am
ed

 Ju
si}

:
YE

 M
EN

 –
 B

E T
W

E E
N

 A
L-

Q
A

 E D
A

 A
N

D
 T

H
E 

U
SA

U
lri

ch
 H

ei
de

r:
A

 C
O

 U
 N

TR
Y 

O
F 

D
E A

 D
LY

 P
O

 TE
 N

TI
 A

L

A
nt

on
io

 P
rle

nd
a:

C
RO

 A T
I A

N
 H

E L
I C

O
 PT

E R
S 

IN
 K

O
 SO

 VO

Se
ad

 T
ur

~a
lo

:
C

O
 N

SE
 RV

A T
I V

E 
VS

. P
RO

 G
RE

 SS
I V

E 
G

E O
 PO

 LI
 TI

 C
S

O
RG

A
 N

I S
ED

 C
RI

 M
E 

IN
 K

A
 KI

 ST
O

 C
RA

 C
Y

5 6 10 15 20 27 33 38 42 46 50 56 61 65 69 73 75

C
on
te
nt

de
m

ok
ra

ci
ja

 b
r 1

en
gf

in
al

 z
a 

st
am

pu
:o

sn
ov

a 
 2

0.
4.

20
10

  1
0:

12
  P

ag
e 

3



2

Ed
it

or
ia

l

T
he

 L
ea

d 
St

or
y

D
is

pa
tc

h

In
te

 rn
a t

i o
na

l P
o l

i ti
 cs

 in
 B

iH

C
u r

re
 nt

 a
ffa

 irs

In
 F

oc
us

Su
 rp

lu
s o

f  
W

ar
 M

a t
e r

i a
l i

n 
Bi

H

Re
 gi

 on
al

 E
xp

e r
i e

nc
es

 - 
w

ith
ou

t t
he

Re
vi

ew
s

V
la

do
 A

zi
no

vi
}

E
U

 R
O

-A
 T

L
A

 N
T

IC
 I

N
T

E
 G

R
A

 T
I O

N
O

F 
T

H
E

 W
E

ST
E

R
N

 B
A

 L
K

A
 N

S

D
an

ko
 P

le
vn

ik
:

D
ID

 N
AT

O
 W

IN
 IN

 T
H

E 
BA

LK
A

N
S?

 
N

e r
zu

k 
]

u r
ak

:
N

A T
O

, D
O

 Y
O

U
 K

N
O

W
 W

H
AT

 Y
O

U
 O

W
E?

\
o r

|e
 L

a t
i n

o v
i }:

TH
E 

W
E S

TE
 RN

 A
LL

I A
 N

C
E 

A
N

D
 B

O
 SN

IA
-H

E R
Z

E G
O

 V
I N

A
:

TH
E 

V
I E

W
 F

RO
M

  R
E P

U
 BL

I K
A

 S
RP

SK
A

V
la

 tk
o 

C
vr

ti l
a:

N
A T

O
 A

N
D

 T
H

E 
RE

 PU
 BL

IC
 O

F 
C

RO
 A T

IA
 

Sr
|a

n 
Ku

 so
 va

c:
M

O
 N

TE
 N

E G
RO

 - 
TH

E 
N

E X
T 

M
E M

BE
R 

O
F 

TH
E 

A
LL

I A
 N

C
E 

@
a r

ko
 P

e t
ro

 vi
 }:

TH
E 

IN
FL

U
 E N

C
E 

O
F 

RU
 SS

IA
 O

N
 E

V
E N

TS
 IN

 S
E R

BI
A

 
A

gr
on

 B
a j

ra
 m

i:
“A

M
E R

I C
A

N
 C

O
 N

N
E C

TI
 O

N
” 

IN
 K

O
 SO

 VO
V

la
 do

 A
zi

 no
 vi

 }:
H

O
W

 D
ID

 T
I T

O
 U

SE
 N

A T
O

Ja
sn

a 
Pe

ki
}:

A
 V

I S
IT

 T
O

 T
H

E 
TR

A
 I N

I N
G

 C
E N

TE
R 

IN
 B

U
 TM

IR
 –

 R
E A

 C
H

I N
G

N
A T

O
 S

TA
 N

D
A

 RD
S 

TH
RO

U
G

H
 T

O
P-

C
LA

 SS
 E

D
U

 C
A T

I O
N

M
ar

ko
 A

tt
ila

 H
oa

re
:

BO
 SN

IA
-H

E R
Z

E G
O

 V
I N

A
 –

 T
H

E 
C

RU
 M

BL
I N

G
 B

A
 LK

A
N

 K
E Y

ST
O

 N
E

Ed
in

a 
Be

}ir
ev

i}:
TH

E 
TH

E O
 RY

 A
N

D
 P

RA
 C

TI
 C

E 
O

F 
A

H
M

ET
 D

A V
U

 TO
 G

LU

M
uh

am
ed

 Ju
si}

:
YE

 M
EN

 –
 B

E T
W

E E
N

 A
L-

Q
A

 E D
A

 A
N

D
 T

H
E 

U
SA

U
lri

ch
 H

ei
de

r:
A

 C
O

 U
 N

TR
Y 

O
F 

D
E A

 D
LY

 P
O

 TE
 N

TI
 A

L

A
nt

on
io

 P
rle

nd
a:

C
RO

 A T
I A

N
 H

E L
I C

O
 PT

E R
S 

IN
 K

O
 SO

 VO

Se
ad

 T
ur

~a
lo

:
C

O
 N

SE
 RV

A T
I V

E 
VS

. P
RO

 G
RE

 SS
I V

E 
G

E O
 PO

 LI
 TI

 C
S

O
RG

A
 N

I S
ED

 C
RI

 M
E 

IN
 K

A
 KI

 ST
O

 C
RA

 C
Y

5 6 10 15 20 27 33 38 42 46 50 56 61 65 69 73 75

C
on
te
nt

de
m

ok
ra

ci
ja

 b
r 1

en
gf

in
al

 z
a 

st
am

pu
:o

sn
ov

a 
 2

0.
4.

20
10

  1
0:

12
  P

ag
e 

3



1

Ed
it

or
ia

l

T
he

 L
ea

d 
St

or
y

D
is

pa
tc

h

In
te

 rn
a t

i o
na

l P
o l

i ti
 cs

 in
 B

iH

C
u r

re
 nt

 a
ffa

 irs

In
 F

oc
us

Su
 rp

lu
s o

f  
W

ar
 M

a t
e r

i a
l i

n 
Bi

H

Re
 gi

 on
al

 E
xp

e r
i e

nc
es

 - 
w

ith
ou

t t
he

Re
vi

ew
s

V
la

do
 A

zi
no

vi
}

E
U

 R
O

-A
 T

L
A

 N
T

IC
 I

N
T

E
 G

R
A

 T
I O

N
O

F 
T

H
E

 W
E

ST
E

R
N

 B
A

 L
K

A
 N

S

D
an

ko
 P

le
vn

ik
:

D
ID

 N
AT

O
 W

IN
 IN

 T
H

E 
BA

LK
A

N
S?

 
N

e r
zu

k 
]

u r
ak

:
N

A T
O

, D
O

 Y
O

U
 K

N
O

W
 W

H
AT

 Y
O

U
 O

W
E?

\
o r

|e
 L

a t
i n

o v
i }:

TH
E 

W
E S

TE
 RN

 A
LL

I A
 N

C
E 

A
N

D
 B

O
 SN

IA
-H

E R
Z

E G
O

 V
I N

A
:

TH
E 

V
I E

W
 F

RO
M

  R
E P

U
 BL

I K
A

 S
RP

SK
A

V
la

 tk
o 

C
vr

ti l
a:

N
A T

O
 A

N
D

 T
H

E 
RE

 PU
 BL

IC
 O

F 
C

RO
 A T

IA
 

Sr
|a

n 
Ku

 so
 va

c:
M

O
 N

TE
 N

E G
RO

 - 
TH

E 
N

E X
T 

M
E M

BE
R 

O
F 

TH
E 

A
LL

I A
 N

C
E 

@
a r

ko
 P

e t
ro

 vi
 }:

TH
E 

IN
FL

U
 E N

C
E 

O
F 

RU
 SS

IA
 O

N
 E

V
E N

TS
 IN

 S
E R

BI
A

 
A

gr
on

 B
a j

ra
 m

i:
“A

M
E R

I C
A

N
 C

O
 N

N
E C

TI
 O

N
” 

IN
 K

O
 SO

 VO
V

la
 do

 A
zi

 no
 vi

 }:
H

O
W

 D
ID

 T
I T

O
 U

SE
 N

A T
O

Ja
sn

a 
Pe

ki
}:

A
 V

I S
IT

 T
O

 T
H

E 
TR

A
 I N

I N
G

 C
E N

TE
R 

IN
 B

U
 TM

IR
 –

 R
E A

 C
H

I N
G

N
A T

O
 S

TA
 N

D
A

 RD
S 

TH
RO

U
G

H
 T

O
P-

C
LA

 SS
 E

D
U

 C
A T

I O
N

M
ar

ko
 A

tt
ila

 H
oa

re
:

BO
 SN

IA
-H

E R
Z

E G
O

 V
I N

A
 –

 T
H

E 
C

RU
 M

BL
I N

G
 B

A
 LK

A
N

 K
E Y

ST
O

 N
E

Ed
in

a 
Be

}ir
ev

i}:
TH

E 
TH

E O
 RY

 A
N

D
 P

RA
 C

TI
 C

E 
O

F 
A

H
M

ET
 D

A V
U

 TO
 G

LU

M
uh

am
ed

 Ju
si}

:
YE

 M
EN

 –
 B

E T
W

E E
N

 A
L-

Q
A

 E D
A

 A
N

D
 T

H
E 

U
SA

U
lri

ch
 H

ei
de

r:
A

 C
O

 U
 N

TR
Y 

O
F 

D
E A

 D
LY

 P
O

 TE
 N

TI
 A

L

A
nt

on
io

 P
rle

nd
a:

C
RO

 A T
I A

N
 H

E L
I C

O
 PT

E R
S 

IN
 K

O
 SO

 VO

Se
ad

 T
ur

~a
lo

:
C

O
 N

SE
 RV

A T
I V

E 
VS

. P
RO

 G
RE

 SS
I V

E 
G

E O
 PO

 LI
 TI

 C
S

O
RG

A
 N

I S
ED

 C
RI

 M
E 

IN
 K

A
 KI

 ST
O

 C
RA

 C
Y

5 6 10 15 20 27 33 38 42 46 50 56 61 65 69 73 75

C
on
te
nt

de
m

ok
ra

ci
ja

 b
r 1

en
gf

in
al

 z
a 

st
am

pu
:o

sn
ov

a 
 2

0.
4.

20
10

  1
0:

12
  P

ag
e 

3

Edina Bećirević

Nerzuk Ćurak
Leftist Icon Takes a Right Turn on 
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Kurt Bassuener
Catalyzing Democratic Change in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Sergej Romanenko
Overcoming Conflict and Adopting a 
Euro-Atlantic Perspective

US. Defense Ministry 
USA Military Strategy

Gareth Harding
The Myth of Europe

Anton Bebler
The European Union, 
NATO, and the “Arab Spring”

Muhamed Jusić
Conflict in Syria through the Lens of 
Historical Sunni-Shiite Relations

Jamie Shea
Keeping NATO Relevant

Mara Hvistendhal 
Researchers are probing links between 
the status of women in a society and its 
propensity toward war

Cara Parks, Joshua E. Keating 
Battleship Earth

Zbigniew Brzezinski 
8 Geopolitically Endangered Species

Vlado Azinović 
Terrorism:  A Phenomenological Analysis

EDITORIAL

BH

REGIONAL (GEO)POLITICS

CURRENT AFFAIRS

3

5

7

10

17

24

30

35

40

50

53

57

60

Editorial

The Lead Story

Dispatch

Inte rna ti onal Po li ti cs in BiH

Cu rre nt affa irs

In Focus

Su rplus of  War Ma te ri al in BiH

Re gi onal Expe ri ences - without the

Reviews

Vlado Azinovi}

EU RO-A TLA NTIC INTE GRA TI ON
OF THE WESTERN BA LKA NS

Danko Plevnik:
DID NATO WIN IN THE BALKANS? 
Ne rzuk ]u rak:
NA TO, DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU OWE?
\o r|e La ti no vi }:
THE WE STE RN ALLI A NCE AND BO SNIA-HE RZE GO VI NA:
THE VI EW FROM  RE PU BLI KA SRPSKA
Vla tko Cvrti la:
NA TO AND THE RE PU BLIC OF CRO A TIA 
Sr|an Ku so vac:
MO NTE NE GRO - THE NE XT ME MBER OF 
THE ALLI A NCE 
@a rko Pe tro vi }:
THE INFLU E NCE OF RU SSIA ON EVE NTS IN SE RBIA 
Agron Ba jra mi:
“AME RI CAN CO NNE CTI ON” IN KO SO VO
Vla do Azi no vi }:
HOW DID TI TO USE NA TO

Jasna Peki}:
A VI SIT TO THE TRA I NI NG CE NTER IN BU TMIR – RE A CHI NG
NA TO STA NDA RDS THROUGH TOP-CLA SS EDU CA TI ON

Marko Attila Hoare:
BO SNIA-HE RZE GO VI NA – THE CRU MBLI NG BA LKAN KE YSTO NE

Edina Be}irevi}:
THE THE O RY AND PRA CTI CE OF AHMET DA VU TO GLU

Muhamed Jusi}:
YE MEN – BE TWE EN AL-QA E DA AND THE USA

Ulrich Heider:
A CO U NTRY OF DE A DLY PO TE NTI AL

Antonio Prlenda:
CRO A TI AN HE LI CO PTE RS IN KO SO VO

Sead Tur~alo:
CO NSE RVA TI VE VS. PRO GRE SSI VE GE O PO LI TI CS

ORGA NI SED CRI ME IN KA KI STO CRA CY

5

6

10

15

20

27

33

38

42

46

50

56

61

65

69

73

75

Content

demokracija br 1engfinal za stampu:osnova  20.4.2010  10:12  Page 3

Content



2

Ed
it

or
ia

l

T
he

 L
ea

d 
St

or
y

D
is

pa
tc

h

In
te

 rn
a t

i o
na

l P
o l

i ti
 cs

 in
 B

iH

C
u r

re
 nt

 a
ffa

 irs

In
 F

oc
us

Su
 rp

lu
s o

f  
W

ar
 M

a t
e r

i a
l i

n 
Bi

H

Re
 gi

 on
al

 E
xp

e r
i e

nc
es

 - 
w

ith
ou

t t
he

Re
vi

ew
s

V
la

do
 A

zi
no

vi
}

E
U

 R
O

-A
 T

L
A

 N
T

IC
 I

N
T

E
 G

R
A

 T
I O

N
O

F 
T

H
E

 W
E

ST
E

R
N

 B
A

 L
K

A
 N

S

D
an

ko
 P

le
vn

ik
:

D
ID

 N
AT

O
 W

IN
 IN

 T
H

E 
BA

LK
A

N
S?

 
N

e r
zu

k 
]

u r
ak

:
N

A T
O

, D
O

 Y
O

U
 K

N
O

W
 W

H
AT

 Y
O

U
 O

W
E?

\
o r

|e
 L

a t
i n

o v
i }:

TH
E 

W
E S

TE
 RN

 A
LL

I A
 N

C
E 

A
N

D
 B

O
 SN

IA
-H

E R
Z

E G
O

 V
I N

A
:

TH
E 

V
I E

W
 F

RO
M

  R
E P

U
 BL

I K
A

 S
RP

SK
A

V
la

 tk
o 

C
vr

ti l
a:

N
A T

O
 A

N
D

 T
H

E 
RE

 PU
 BL

IC
 O

F 
C

RO
 A T

IA
 

Sr
|a

n 
Ku

 so
 va

c:
M

O
 N

TE
 N

E G
RO

 - 
TH

E 
N

E X
T 

M
E M

BE
R 

O
F 

TH
E 

A
LL

I A
 N

C
E 

@
a r

ko
 P

e t
ro

 vi
 }:

TH
E 

IN
FL

U
 E N

C
E 

O
F 

RU
 SS

IA
 O

N
 E

V
E N

TS
 IN

 S
E R

BI
A

 
A

gr
on

 B
a j

ra
 m

i:
“A

M
E R

I C
A

N
 C

O
 N

N
E C

TI
 O

N
” 

IN
 K

O
 SO

 VO
V

la
 do

 A
zi

 no
 vi

 }:
H

O
W

 D
ID

 T
I T

O
 U

SE
 N

A T
O

Ja
sn

a 
Pe

ki
}:

A
 V

I S
IT

 T
O

 T
H

E 
TR

A
 I N

I N
G

 C
E N

TE
R 

IN
 B

U
 TM

IR
 –

 R
E A

 C
H

I N
G

N
A T

O
 S

TA
 N

D
A

 RD
S 

TH
RO

U
G

H
 T

O
P-

C
LA

 SS
 E

D
U

 C
A T

I O
N

M
ar

ko
 A

tt
ila

 H
oa

re
:

BO
 SN

IA
-H

E R
Z

E G
O

 V
I N

A
 –

 T
H

E 
C

RU
 M

BL
I N

G
 B

A
 LK

A
N

 K
E Y

ST
O

 N
E

Ed
in

a 
Be

}ir
ev

i}:
TH

E 
TH

E O
 RY

 A
N

D
 P

RA
 C

TI
 C

E 
O

F 
A

H
M

ET
 D

A V
U

 TO
 G

LU

M
uh

am
ed

 Ju
si}

:
YE

 M
EN

 –
 B

E T
W

E E
N

 A
L-

Q
A

 E D
A

 A
N

D
 T

H
E 

U
SA

U
lri

ch
 H

ei
de

r:
A

 C
O

 U
 N

TR
Y 

O
F 

D
E A

 D
LY

 P
O

 TE
 N

TI
 A

L

A
nt

on
io

 P
rle

nd
a:

C
RO

 A T
I A

N
 H

E L
I C

O
 PT

E R
S 

IN
 K

O
 SO

 VO

Se
ad

 T
ur

~a
lo

:
C

O
 N

SE
 RV

A T
I V

E 
VS

. P
RO

 G
RE

 SS
I V

E 
G

E O
 PO

 LI
 TI

 C
S

O
RG

A
 N

I S
ED

 C
RI

 M
E 

IN
 K

A
 KI

 ST
O

 C
RA

 C
Y

5 6 10 15 20 27 33 38 42 46 50 56 61 65 69 73 75

C
on
te
nt

de
m

ok
ra

ci
ja

 b
r 1

en
gf

in
al

 z
a 

st
am

pu
:o

sn
ov

a 
 2

0.
4.

20
10

  1
0:

12
  P

ag
e 

3

www. atlantskainicijativa.org

demokracija br 1engfinal za stampu:osnova  20.4.2010  10:12  Page 4



3

Ed
it

or
ia

l

T
he

 L
ea

d 
St

or
y

D
is

pa
tc

h

In
te

 rn
a t

i o
na

l P
o l

i ti
 cs

 in
 B

iH

C
u r

re
 nt

 a
ffa

 irs

In
 F

oc
us

Su
 rp

lu
s o

f  
W

ar
 M

a t
e r

i a
l i

n 
Bi

H

Re
 gi

 on
al

 E
xp

e r
i e

nc
es

 - 
w

ith
ou

t t
he

Re
vi

ew
s

V
la

do
 A

zi
no

vi
}

E
U

 R
O

-A
 T

L
A

 N
T

IC
 I

N
T

E
 G

R
A

 T
I O

N
O

F 
T

H
E

 W
E

ST
E

R
N

 B
A

 L
K

A
 N

S

D
an

ko
 P

le
vn

ik
:

D
ID

 N
AT

O
 W

IN
 IN

 T
H

E 
BA

LK
A

N
S?

 
N

e r
zu

k 
]

u r
ak

:
N

A T
O

, D
O

 Y
O

U
 K

N
O

W
 W

H
AT

 Y
O

U
 O

W
E?

\
o r

|e
 L

a t
i n

o v
i }:

TH
E 

W
E S

TE
 RN

 A
LL

I A
 N

C
E 

A
N

D
 B

O
 SN

IA
-H

E R
Z

E G
O

 V
I N

A
:

TH
E 

V
I E

W
 F

RO
M

  R
E P

U
 BL

I K
A

 S
RP

SK
A

V
la

 tk
o 

C
vr

ti l
a:

N
A T

O
 A

N
D

 T
H

E 
RE

 PU
 BL

IC
 O

F 
C

RO
 A T

IA
 

Sr
|a

n 
Ku

 so
 va

c:
M

O
 N

TE
 N

E G
RO

 - 
TH

E 
N

E X
T 

M
E M

BE
R 

O
F 

TH
E 

A
LL

I A
 N

C
E 

@
a r

ko
 P

e t
ro

 vi
 }:

TH
E 

IN
FL

U
 E N

C
E 

O
F 

RU
 SS

IA
 O

N
 E

V
E N

TS
 IN

 S
E R

BI
A

 
A

gr
on

 B
a j

ra
 m

i:
“A

M
E R

I C
A

N
 C

O
 N

N
E C

TI
 O

N
” 

IN
 K

O
 SO

 VO
V

la
 do

 A
zi

 no
 vi

 }:
H

O
W

 D
ID

 T
I T

O
 U

SE
 N

A T
O

Ja
sn

a 
Pe

ki
}:

A
 V

I S
IT

 T
O

 T
H

E 
TR

A
 I N

I N
G

 C
E N

TE
R 

IN
 B

U
 TM

IR
 –

 R
E A

 C
H

I N
G

N
A T

O
 S

TA
 N

D
A

 RD
S 

TH
RO

U
G

H
 T

O
P-

C
LA

 SS
 E

D
U

 C
A T

I O
N

M
ar

ko
 A

tt
ila

 H
oa

re
:

BO
 SN

IA
-H

E R
Z

E G
O

 V
I N

A
 –

 T
H

E 
C

RU
 M

BL
I N

G
 B

A
 LK

A
N

 K
E Y

ST
O

 N
E

Ed
in

a 
Be

}ir
ev

i}:
TH

E 
TH

E O
 RY

 A
N

D
 P

RA
 C

TI
 C

E 
O

F 
A

H
M

ET
 D

A V
U

 TO
 G

LU

M
uh

am
ed

 Ju
si}

:
YE

 M
EN

 –
 B

E T
W

E E
N

 A
L-

Q
A

 E D
A

 A
N

D
 T

H
E 

U
SA

U
lri

ch
 H

ei
de

r:
A

 C
O

 U
 N

TR
Y 

O
F 

D
E A

 D
LY

 P
O

 TE
 N

TI
 A

L

A
nt

on
io

 P
rle

nd
a:

C
RO

 A T
I A

N
 H

E L
I C

O
 PT

E R
S 

IN
 K

O
 SO

 VO

Se
ad

 T
ur

~a
lo

:
C

O
 N

SE
 RV

A T
I V

E 
VS

. P
RO

 G
RE

 SS
I V

E 
G

E O
 PO

 LI
 TI

 C
S

O
RG

A
 N

I S
ED

 C
RI

 M
E 

IN
 K

A
 KI

 ST
O

 C
RA

 C
Y

5 6 10 15 20 27 33 38 42 46 50 56 61 65 69 73 75

C
on
te
nt

de
m

ok
ra

ci
ja

 b
r 1

en
gf

in
al

 z
a 

st
am

pu
:o

sn
ov

a 
 2

0.
4.

20
10

  1
0:

12
  P

ag
e 

3

The argument that an oversimplified view of the world – one in which precise lines are drawn and, in every corner of the 
globe, friends and enemies are defined – is a risky one rightfully dominated the discourse of Cold War critics. For, such a 
world was clearly and ideologically partitioned, and it was beyond comprehension to find points of concurrence between 
the radical right and radical left. Led by inertia, theorists continued to oversimplify matters even after the Cold War was 
over. But whether they ascribed to the school of thought that celebrated a “triumph of liberal democracy” (Fukuyama) or 
a “clash of civilizations” (Huntington), they all felt the need to understand and learn the meaning of our imminent reality. 
The content of this issue illustrates that finding such meaning is an increasingly difficult task. In his article, “Leftist Icon 
takes a Right Turn on Bosnia and Herzegovina,” Nerzuk Ćurak points out how close the radical left and radical right have 
become; a closeness that has been expressed in the deeply disappointing recommendation of Slavoj Žižek to resolve 
Bosnian problems “pragmatically” by dividing the country in two and allowing the Republika Srpska to join Serbia. Ćurak 
reasonably concludes that this suggestion implies Žižek has decided to put his weight behind counter-revolution, as many 
other of today’s extreme leftists have – thinkers who, driven by blind criticism of American interventions abroad, have 
succumbed to intellectual apathy and have disregarded efforts of the international community to preserve the multiethnic 
character of a country such as Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The sad truth is that, over the last six years, any efforts of the international community to save Bosnia and Herzegovina 
have failed due to the fact that ethnicity has been the prime focus of policy formulation. For years, international officials 
have treated with equity those who want to divide the country and those who insist on its integrity and its unquestionable 
statehood. Coalitions of an ideologically absurd and, above all, immoral nature have aggravated the position of those who 
seek division. So now, attempts to understand the situation and rank the responsibility of domestic actors requires a much 
stronger intellectual and analytic efforts than before. This is why the High Representative’s latest speech to the UN Security 
Council is so important; because Valentin Inzko has demonstrated a full understanding of the root causes of the crisis, 
which is the first step toward a real solution.

A veteran analyst of Bosnia and the region, author Kurt Bassuener goes even further, offering some very simple and 
achievable solutions in his article, “Catalyzing Democratic Change in Bosnia and Herzegovina: The West Must Enforce 
Dayton to Make it History.” The article, though sensible and well-reasoned, will nonetheless represent an insult to the 
vanities of many international officials who simply are not ready to admit that Bosnia and Herzegovina needs a new 
strategy. Bassuener places his hope in the two world capitals of Washington and Berlin, and in the initiatives of Barack 

editorial
Edina Becirevic
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Obama and Angela Merkel. Numerous examples from history suggest that the personal engagement of a president is 
indeed important to change foreign policy strategies and resolve crises; Bassuener’s warning that the collapse of the 
Bosnian state and the tragedy that would ensue can be prevented only by the most powerful leaders in the world is thus 
far from naive. 

In that context, the supposition that foreign policy does not actually exist but is rather a matter of domestic policy that 
overflows across international borders could be useful. This postmodern interpretation of security is intellectually inspiring, 
but economic and political crises in Europe and the return of Russian influence on the global stage both bear a resemblance 
to traditional geostrategy – and the risks of growing Russian influence in the region are becoming an increasingly crucial 
reason for the Americans to fully engage in the Balkans.

The editorial board of this magazine has maintained that the speedy accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina to NATO, 
which would provide a security umbrella that is needed for successful reform, is a precondition for continued life of 
the state. During her recent visit, US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton strongly advocated that Bosnia join the Alliance. 
It was encouraging to hear Secretary Clinton’s words; but it was deeply disappointing to hear the various uninformed 
interpretations of possible NATO membership models for Bosnia and Herzegovina that circulated after she left the 
country. The most ridiculous idea was that we might be able to join the most powerful military alliance in the world even 
if the country is demilitarized. Therefore, Jamie Shea’s article, “Keeping NATO Relevant,” is important as a background for 
meaningful and informed debate on this topic.

The content of this issue of Democracy and Security in Southeastern Europe reflects how intertwined global, regional, and 
local Bosnian realities are. Continued economic crises, a condition of general insecurity, and a lack of clear goals can be 
seen at all these levels, and this is precisely what makes relationships across the global community increasingly complicated 
and more difficult to understand.
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