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De ar re ade rs,

This is the f i rst issue of De mo cra cy and Se cu ri ty in So uthe aste rn Eu ro pe, a pu bli ca ti on de si gned to pro mo te Eu ro-Atla ntic
va lu es and a cu ltu re of di alo gue in Bo snia-He rze go vi na and the re gi on.  

The se le cti on of the na me as we ll as  the co nte nts of the ma ga zi ne re f le ct our be li ef that the tra nsi ti on pro cess to wa rds
esta bli shi ng fu ncti onal de mo cra ci es, ru le of law and hu man ri ghts pro te cti on in the re gi on is clo se ly co nne cted wi th se cu ri -
ty mo de ls. We be li eve that se cu ri ty is a pre co ndi ti on for de mo cra cy.   

Se cu ri ty is mo st often de f i ned as a co ndi ti on wi tho ut da nger or wi tho ut thre at, or as the pro vi si on of pro te cti on aga inst a
thre at. Ho we ver, it is much mo re. 

Ame ri can psycho lo gi st Abra ham Ma slow pla ced se cu ri ty at the ve ry fo unda ti on of his own hi era rchi cal pyra mid of key hu -
man ne eds. Imme di ate ly after the ba sic bi olo gi cal ne eds, such as the ne ed for fo od, wa ter, oxygen and sle ep, Ma slow li -
sted se cu ri ty as the ba sic psycho lo gi cal ne ed. It inclu des pro te cti on aga inst vi ole nce; sa fe ty of ho me, fa mi ly and he alth;
pro te cti on of pro pe rty; ha vi ng a ste ady inco me; a ne ed for order and pre di cta bi li ty of eve nts in the ne ar and di sta nt fu tu -
re. Ma slow ma inta ins that the fu lf i llme nt of the se ne eds he lps a pe rson grow and de ve lop as a hu man be ing.
“The fa ct is that pe ople are go od.  Gi ve them ca re and sa fe ty, and they wi ll gi ve ca re ba ck and be se cu re in the ir fe eli ngs
and be ha vi or,” he wro te. Only when a pe rson fu lf i lls the ir ne ed for se cu ri ty wi ll they be able to sta rt fu lf i lli ng other pri ma -
ry ne eds – for be lo ngi ng, lo ve, re spe ct and se lf-actu ali za ti on.   

In a po st co nf li ct so ci ety, such as in Bo snia-He rze go vi na, whe re the co nsci ous and co nti nu ous intro du cti on of inse cu ri ty
and fe ar into pu blic di sco urse is unde ni ably po li ti ca lly mo ti va ted, it do es not se em pa rti cu la rly wi se or ju sti f i ed to co nti nue
ke epi ng the di scu ssi ons and de ci si ons on se cu ri ty so lu ti ons in the exclu si ve do ma in of lo cal po li ti cal eli tes. It is almo st unne -
ce ssa ry to wa rn aga inst the po ssi ble co nse qu ences of such a mo no po ly for the de ve lo pme nt of de mo cra cy. In addi ti on, the
Da yton insti tu ti ona li za ti on of Bo snia-He rze go vi na ’s sta te le gal pro vi si ons, which inco rpo ra tes the dyna mi cs of the pre vi ous
co nf li ct, urges that de ba te on se cu ri ty mo de ls f i na lly be exte nded to ci vil so ci ety too.   

Sta rti ng wi th this ma ga zi ne, the Atla ntic Ini ti ati ve in Bo snia-He rze go vi na wa nts to la unch a fo rum for tho ught and de ba te
on the se issu es and ena ble re ade rs to de ve lop opi ni ons on the key pro ble ms of de mo cra cy and se cu ri ty,  ba sed on kno wle -
dge of the fa cts and unde rsta ndi ng of the re le va nt pro ce sses. In so do ing, we wa nt to co ntri bu te to the cre ati on of a so ci -
ety of kno wle dge, one whe re the co mpe ti ti on of ide as re pre se nts a co mmi tme nt to  pro gress, and not a co nsta nt so urce
of se emi ngly unso lva ble di spu tes.  5

EDITORIAL
Vla do Azi no vić
Editor-in-Chief
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“Pe ace in the Ba lka ns was not bro ught by Da yton, but by
Avi gna no. Da yton bro ught unre st. Pe ace was bro ught by
the pla nes that to ok off from the NA TO ba se in this Ita -
li an to wn.”1 Ha d`em Ha jda re vi }’s sta te me nt la co ni ca lly
su mma ri zes NA TO ’s ro le in the achi eve me nt of the pe -
ace in Bo snia and He rze go vi na and So uth-Ea ste rn Eu ro -
pe and into pro mo ti on into pe ace-ma ker. So uth-Ea ste rn
Eu ro pe has he lped NA TO not only to ma inta in its re pu -
ta ti on of a sa fe ty alli ance, but also to affi rm itse lf as a war
and a po li ti cal fo rma ti on. It was in the re gi on of So uth-
Ea ste rn Eu ro pe, whe re NA TO unde rto ok a few ope ra ti -
ons (De ny Fli ght, 1993; Sha rp Gu ard 1993-1996;
De li be ra te Fo rce, 1995, and la ter Esse nti al Ha rve st,
2001), ope ra ted ou tsi de of the Arti cle 5 fra me wo rk, and
wa ged its fi rst hu ma ni ta ri an war aga inst ethnic cle ansi ng
in Ko so vo (Ope ra ti on Alli ed Fo rce) in 1999. Wi tho ut So -
uth-Ea ste rn Eu ro pe, NA TO ’s de ve lo pme nt as an inte rve -
ni ng fo rce wo uld be ne ither this smo oth nor this qu ick,
be ca use, in the do ctri na ire se nse, it was only at the NA -
TO Su mmit in Pra gue in 2002 that it was de ci ded that
de fe nse sha ll be exte nded ou tsi de the area spe ci fi ed in
Arti cle 5. This re su lted in the esta bli shme nt of the Inte -
rna ti onal Se cu ri ty Assi sta nce Fo rce (ISAF) in Afgha ni stan,
co mpri si ng of 44 co untri es, and ma rked a shi ft from gu -
ardi ng the se cu ri ty of NA TO me mbe rs to gu ardi ng inte -
rna ti onal se cu ri ty.

The dyna mi cs of the BH war was “a syste mic be -
nchmark” in the fo rmi ng of a new NA TO, which in 1996
pro mpted the Asso ci ate Di re ctor of the Po li cy Pla nni ng
Sta ff in Sta te De pa rtme nt, Da ni el Ha mi lton, to say that
the NA TO mi ssi on in Bo snia and He rze go vi na was, pro -
ba bly, “the mo st impo rta nt one for the fu tu re of the
Alli ance“.2 Wi tho ut Bo snia and the de plo yme nt of NA -
TO fo rces the re, the atmo sphe re wo uld not ha ve be en
cre ated for the inte rve nti on in Ko so vo and the co nstru -
cti on of Bo ndste el, the se co nd bi gge st Ame ri can mi li ta -
ry ba se in the wo rld. This is not a co inci de nce, si nce
NA TO in So uth-Ea ste rn Eu ro pe was and has re ma ined
at the se rvi ce of Pax Ame ri ca na as a me ans for the pa -
ci fi ca ti on and ge opo li ti cal uni fi ca ti on of the re gi on, ra -
ther than the le ver used by one co untry to se ttle its
acco unts wi th ano ther. This was cle arly de mo nstra ted
in 1995 when NA TO, enco ura ged by the US, de ni ed ae -
ri al su ppo rt to the Cro ati an Army in its ca mpa ign to ga -
in co ntrol over Ba nja Lu ka.

The Lead Story
NATO
and So u th-Ea ste rn Eu ro pe

The ge opo li ti cal si tu ati on in
So uth-Ea ste rn Eu ro pe
re pre se nts, do ubtle ssly,
NA TO ’s ta cti cal tri umph.
Ho we ver, this re gi on is
ce asi ng to be a mo ti va tor of
NA TO stra te gy, which is, in
the 21st ce ntu ry, di re cted
to wa rds the Mi ddle Ea st,
Ce ntral Asia and Far Ea st.

By:  Da nko Ple vnik

The author is a
writer and co lu mni st of 

the „Slo bo dna Da lma ci ja“,
da ily ne wspa per in Split, Cro atia

Did NA TO
Win in the Balkans?
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